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Course Project Four: Podcast 
 
For your third Course Project, we would like you to apply all that you have been learning 
about communicating with and persuading public audiences  by creating an audio or 
video podcast in which you attempt to raise awareness or address a compelling social 
problem or issue that affects many people. Indeed, as with your last blog assignment, this 
project is an opportunity to try to create real change in the world!  
 
You may choose any issue or concern you wish, as long as your approach to topic itself 
remains essentially non-partisan and apolitical. That is, you should choose a subject or 
issue about which your listeners—a public audience with diverse political views and 
beliefs—might be reasonably expected to be open to considering. Further, your treatment 
of this subject should be such that you have a good chance of persuading your target 
audience to share your concerns and take a course of action. Which doesn’t mean that 
your topic or you approach should be generic! On the contrary, the best podcast projects 
target very real viewers or listeners, and address specific issues that concern people in 
real situations. They also suggest reasonable solutions that can be realized by regular 
people. We are just suggesting that you avoid addressing topics or problems that 
would/could only be resolved through some political process or action.  
 
One very successful example of such a project is a series of Public Service 
Announcements (PSAs) that a group of students at the University of Tennessee produced 
attempting to get fellow college students to think more seriously about recycling. 
Recognizing that many students at their school threw away hundreds if not thousands of 
plastic Solo cups each week, this group wrote a series of short, humorous scripts focused 
on various “scenes” where Solo cups get used by students at college. They developed a 
slogan, “Go Solo – Recycle!” and even adopted a musical theme, which they 
incorporated into five, 30 – 50 second “spots” that they digitally recorded. 
 
What makes a PSA campaign like this so effective is that the writers frame their 
argument (“You should recycle!”) in terms that their target audience (college students) 
can understand and appreciate (“What happens to all those plastic beer cups we use at 
parties and tailgating?”) They have thought carefully about the culture, values and 
attitudes of their listeners, and they have taken a serious message (“Save the planet!”) and 
reframed it using humor to appeal to their peers. 
 
Your own podcast can take a variety of forms, but should again focus on an issue or 
problems of concern to real people, and should offer an argument or propose some way 
of addressing this issue or problem. Your project should incorporate some music or video 
snippets of some kind, along with your own commentary/discussion  Your podcast must 
be at least one minute long, and you needs to be burned and submitted on a CD. You 
should label this disk with your name, the title of this course, the name of your 



Discussion Section Leader, the current semester, and an original title of some kind. You 
will also need to submit a copy of your script and any other material that went into 
producing your podcast along with your CD. 
 
Because there are a range of options in terms of how to go about planning, scripting, and 
producing podcasts, your Discussion Section Leader will be an invaluable resource as 
you plan and execute this project. Keep in mind that the Multimedia Writing Studio also 
has a number of resources that can assist you. We have also included a number of online 
resources and links to additional information that should help.  
 
As different sections of this class meet on various days throughout the week, your 
Discussion Section Leader will announce the exact time and location that the final 
version of your podcast will be due, but in no case will this be later than Thursday, 
November 19th -- and in fact it may be earlier than this! 
 
IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO CONSULT WITH YOUR DISCUSSION 
LEADER ABOUT WHEN EXACTLY PROJECT FOUR IS DUE. 
 


