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Project Four: Profile 
 
In your first project for this course last semester, you documented and explored your own individual 
history and experiences through a personal essay that used images and text. You will begin this second 
semester of this course using many of these same strategies to document and explore the history and 
experiences of someone else. As Ballenger points out, “there may be no better way of dramatizing the 
impact of a problem, the importance of a question, or the significance of an idea than showing how it 
presents itself in the life of one person.” Thus, the goal of this project will be to use telling details you 
acquire through interviews, observations, and research to provide a glimpse into the life of another person 
who strikes you as somehow representative of a larger group, or is involved in some way with a subject or 
issue you find compelling and interesting.  
 
Getting Started: As your next major project for this course will be to write an ethnography in which you 
report on how a community or group you are not a member of thinks, talks and looks at the world, you 
might want to think about how your Profile can serve as a starting place for this other paper. Indeed, you 
will need to conduct interviews and do field research for both of these projects, so you might want to 
profile an individual who is a member of a group, organization or community that you don’t know much 
about already, but that might potentially be interesting for this later project. Of course, if you discover 
through the process of writing your profile that you do not want to use this person or group for this later 
project, that’s fine too. The skills and strategies you acquire in writing your profile will still help you 
enormously when it comes to doing your ethnography. 
 
Whomever you choose to write your profile on, you will need to think carefully about the kinds of 
questions you will want to ask this person, and what other information you will need to provide a 
compelling portrait.  
 
Rhetorical Considerations: The audience for your work is anyone who may be unfamiliar with the 
individual you have chosen to profile, and/or the group he or she represents.  Therefore, you will need to 
develop your essay in a manner that will introduce enough background information and details so that 
your readers will have a good understanding of both this person as an individual, but also some sense of 
the discourse community he or she belongs to. There is not a single, “correct” way to organize this 
document, but many profiles develop around a narrative structure (similar to a personal essay).  Keep in 
mind that your ultimate goal for this is assignment is to introduce someone to your readers in a way that 
makes this person both interesting as an individual, but at the same time, shows how this person is 
representative of a larger group or community. Thus, you will need to gather and present information 
about your subject and the group he or she belongs to in a way that accomplishes both these purposes. 
 
Putting It Together: Your profile must incorporate information you gather from at least one formal 
interview you have conducted with your subject, and you will be required to submit a list of interview 
questions that you used in the process of completing this project. In order to convey the true voice of your 
subject, you must also include several direct quotations in your profile, so you will need to record in some 
fashion the interview(s) you conduct. Your essay should also contain at least three different anecdotes 
about your subject that helps reveal his or her personality to us in different lights. You may also wish to 
incorporate pictures or other images in your profile, if these will help you communicate what is truly 
interesting and/representative about your subject. Your essay should have an original title that supports 
the main theme/points you are trying to make. Your essay should be 3-4 pages (approximately 750-1000 
words) and is due Thursday, February 21st. 
 


