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Institutional Research Questions 

As part of a systematic review of composition courses and policies at Roosevelt University, we 
are hoping to collect and analyze data on student success in and across various aspects of our 
program. To this end, we have compiled specific questions about each course that attempt to 
address the following larger concerns:  

• Do our courses—as currently constituted—serve the diverse needs of students at 
Roosevelt?  

• Do our procedures for placing students in various courses seem to work; are students as 
successful as they could be once they have been placed in these courses? 

• As a whole, is our program successful in helping students achieve our stated learning 
outcomes? Do these learning outcomes seem to address the diverse needs, interests, and 
concerns of all students? Do they meet the needs, interests, and concerns of faculty who 
teach writing? Do they meet the needs, interests, and concerns of the institution as a 
whole? 

• How well does student success in our courses predict/shape/translate into success in other 
courses? That is, what happens to various groups of students once they leave our courses, 
and if disparities exist, does this indicate a need to reconsider aspects of the program? 

• How well do students who transfer to Roosevelt with composition credit earned 
elsewhere do in comparison to other students in our courses? Is our program currently 
meeting the needs of these different groups equally well? 

• Are there any “bottle-necks” or “killer-courses” in the program that seem to be impacting 
the overall success of Roosevelt students? 

We have tried to construct a detailed list of questions related to each course below, and to do so in 
ways that will make it easier to build and run queries using currently available data. However, we 
understand that in some cases we may be asking for information that is unavailable at this time, or 
may have phrased questions in ways that may require some revision or modification. In cases 
where there seems to be some ambiguity in how a question is phrased, please feel free to contact 
us for further clarification. 

 

I) Programmatic Questions 

1. Based on data currently available, how many sections of ENG 100, ENG 101, ENG 102 
and LIBS 201 have been offered each semester for the past ten years? How many of these 
courses have been traditional face-to-face sections? How many have been online? How 
many total students have enrolled in each of these courses each semester over the last ten 
years? What percentage of these students passed the class (earning a C- or better) in each 
of these courses each semester? What percentage withdrew from the class? What 
percentage failed? 
 

2. Of first year students who enroll at Roosevelt University each year, how many supply 
ACT scores as their primary means of admission/placement? How many supply SAT 
scores as their primary means of admission/placement? Of transfer students who enroll at 
Roosevelt University each year, how many supply ACT scores as their primary means of 
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admission and placement? How many supply SAT scores as their primary means of 
admission and placement? 
	  

3. Of all undergraduate students who enroll at Roosevelt University, what percentage take 
the Roosevelt University Assessment (RUA) as a means of placing into ENG 100, 101, 
102, or LIBS 201? 
	  

4. Over the past ten years, how many students have passed (C- or better), withdrawn from, 
and failed Eng 100, Eng 101, Eng 102 and LIBS 201 each semester, broken down 
according to ACT Combined English/Writing Score and SAT Writing Score, using the 
following concordance: 

 

ACT English/Writing Score SAT Writing Score 
23 or higher 530 or higher 

22 510–520 
21 480–500 
20 470 
19 450–460 
18 430–440 
17 410–420 
16 390–400 

15 or below 380 or below 
	  

5. Having established pass/withdraw/fail rates using the above concordance, are there 
statistically significant differences between ACT scores and SAT scores in terms of 
pass/withdraw/fail rates for various cohorts of students? That is, how accurate is the 
above concordance in predicting the success of Roosevelt students within each of our 
courses? 
 

6. Over the past ten years, how many students have passed (C- or better), withdrawn from, 
and failed ENG 100, ENG 101, ENG 102 and LIBS 201 each semester, broken down 
according to RUA score? 

 

II) English 100 Questions 

1. How many students who have completed ENG 101 or 102 elsewhere end up enrolling in 
English 100 each semester? (Raw number and percentages.) Of these students, how many 
go on to pass/withdraw/fail the course each semester? 
 

2. Of students who successfully test out of ENG 100 using a Writing Sample each semester, 
how many go on to enroll in ENG 101 that same semester? Within two semesters? 
Within three semesters? Of the students who successfully test out of ENG 100 using a 
Writing Sample, what percentage pass (C- or better), withdraw from, or fail the next 
composition course they take? 
 

3. Categorized according to the ACT/SAT concordance listed above, of students who pass 
English 100, how many go on to successful complete English101 in the next semester? 
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Within two semesters? Within three semesters? Within four semesters? How many end 
up graduating from Roosevelt? How many end up being dismissed/put on academic 
probation/or in some other way failing out? How many simply seem to disappear without 
matriculating? 
	  

4. Of all students who fail English 100, how many go on to take the course again the 
following semester? How many pass the course within the next semester? Within two 
semesters? Within three? Within four? How many end up graduating? How many end up 
being dismissed, put on academic probation, or in some other way failing out? How many 
simply seem to disappear without matriculating? 
	  

5. Of students who fail English 100 in their first semester, how many also drop/fail out of 
one or more of their other classes that semester? 
	  

6. Of students who receive an IP in English 100, how many enroll in 100A? Of these 
students, how many pass 100A with a C- or better?  
	  

7. Of students who fail 100A, how many go on to take English 100 again the following 
semester? How many pass the course within the next semester? Within two semesters? 
Within three? Within four? How many end up graduating? How many end up being 
dismissed, put on academic probation, or in some other way failing out? How many 
simply seem to disappear without matriculating? 

 

III) English 101 Questions 

1. How do students who have taken English 100 at Roosevelt compare to students placed 
directly into 101 in terms of passing/failing/withdrawing from ENG 101? That is, 
comparing these two cohorts side by side, how many students within each group 
(numbers and percentages) earn As, Bs, Cs, Ds, and Fs in 101 each semester? What 
number/percentage of students within each group withdraw? 
 

2. Categorized according to the ACT/SAT concordance listed above, of students who pass 
English 101, how many go on to successful complete 102 in the next semester? Within 
two semesters? Within three semesters? Within four semesters? How many end up 
earning a degree from Roosevelt? How many end up being dismissed/put on academic 
probation/or in some other way failing out? How many simply seem to disappear without 
matriculating? 
	  

3. Of students who fail English 101, how many go on to take the course again in the 
following semester? How many pass the course within the next semester? Within two 
semesters? Within three? Within four? How many end up completing a degree at 
Roosevelt? How many end up being dismissed/put on academic probation/or in some 
other way failing out altogether? How many simply seem to disappear without 
matriculating? 
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IV) English 102 Questions 

1. How do students who have taken 101 at Roosevelt compare to students placed directly 
into 102 in terms of passing/failing/withdrawing from 102? How do these students 
compare to students who also completed 100 at Roosevelt in terms of 
passing/failing/withdrawing from 102? That is, comparing these three cohorts side by 
side, how many students within each group (number and percentage) earn As, Bs, Cs, Ds, 
and Fs in 101 each semester? What number/percentage of students within each group 
withdraw? 
 

2. Categorized according to the ACT/SAT concordance listed above, of students who pass 
English 102, how many go on to successful complete LIBS 201 in the next semester? 
Within two semesters? Within three semesters? Within four semesters? How many end 
up graduating from Roosevelt? How many end up being dismissed/put on academic 
probation/or in some other way failing out? How many simply seem to disappear without 
matriculating? 
	  

3. Of students who fail English 102, how many go on to take the course again in the 
following semester? How many pass the course within the next semester? Within two 
semesters? Within three? Within four? How many end up completing a degree at 
Roosevelt? How many end up being dismissed/put on academic probation/or in some 
other way failing out altogether? How many simply seem to disappear without 
matriculating? 

 
 

V) LIBS 201 Questions 

1. How do students who transfer to Roosevelt with 101 and 102 credit from other 
institutions and who succeed in testing out of ENG 100 end up doing in LIBS 201? How 
do students who transfer to Roosevelt with 101 and 102 credit from other institutions and 
are required to take ENG 100 end up doing in LIBS 201? How do students who have 
taken ENG 101 and 102 at Roosevelt do in LIBS 201? How do students who have taken 
ENG 100, 101 and 102 at Roosevelt do in LIBS 201? That is, comparing these four 
cohorts side by side, how many students within each group (number and percentage) earn 
As, Bs, Cs, Ds, and Fs in 101 each semester? What number/percentage of students within 
each group withdraws? 
 

2. Categorized according to the ACT/SAT concordance listed above, of students who pass 
LIBS 201, how many end up graduating from Roosevelt? How many end up being 
dismissed/put on academic probation/or in some other way failing out? How many seem 
to have simply disappeared? 
	  

3. Of students who fail LIBS 201, how many go on to take the course again in the following 
semester? How many pass the course within the next semester? Within two semesters? 
Within three? Within four? How many end up completing a degree at Roosevelt? How 
many end up being dismissed/put on academic probation/or in some other way failing out 
altogether? How many appear to have simply disappeared/enrolled at some other 
institution? 
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VI) Additional Questions 

1. Overall, how successful are we in helping Roosevelt students who have registered with 
the Disability Services Program perform in our courses? That is, comparing this cohort 
against to the averages for all students who enrolled in ENG 100, 101, 102 and LIBS 201 
for the past ten years, what percentage of students registered with DS earn As, Bs, Cs, 
Ds, and Fs in each of these classes? What number/percentage of students registered with 
DS withdraws from each of these courses each semester? What is the five year 
matriculation rate for students registered with DS and how does this compare to the 
overall rate? 

 


